CHILDREN IN GOD’S FAMILY

Text: Gals 4:4-5
Readings: Romans 8:1-17, Galatians 3:26-4:7
Heidelberg Catechism LD 13, Q 33
Theme: God the Father sent his only begotten Son to this world to redeem us and adopt us as sons.
Purpose: To help us to understand who Jesus is as the Son of God and who we are as God's sons. 


Many of us have had the privilege of growing up in a Christian family, of listening to the Scriptures and of hearing about the Lord. 
We have had the blessing of a stable home, of parents and grandparents, and brothers and sisters. We feel secure and safe in our family. We are happy to be at home and feel comfortable and accepted. When we have to go away for a shorter or longer period of time we are glad to come home and pleased to be back again with the rest of the family. 

The Holy Spirit uses this picture of belonging to a family to describe our relationship with God as our Father. We are not servants in the household, nor employees in the business, nor temporary foster children in a family; no, we have been adopted as God’s sons and daughters; we are included in the family; we have the Lord God as our Father. 

This has been made possible because God sent his Son to redeem us so that we might receive our full rights as sons. This is the theme we want to explore today. 

Context: The main theme of this letter is summarised in chapter 2 verse 16; “We know that a man is not justified by observing the law but by faith in Jesus Christ.” Paul wrote this letter because there were Jewish Christians in that area of Galatia who insisted that in order to be saved you had to keep the law of God, including circumcision. They were arguing for a salvation by works of the law. Paul insisted that the only way to be saved was by faith in Jesus Christ. This is the theme of this letter. 

In saying this he did not want to suggest that the law is unimportant or that we can forget about it. In all of his letters he calls us to obey the law of God by loving God and loving our neighbour. 
But to these Jewish Christians he had to explain that the law of Moses was given to supervise Israel until Jesus came as the Messiah, the Christ. The people of Israel in the Old Testament were like little children. 

We could compare this to parents raising their children. When your children are young you need to have lots of rules: Stay on your chair until the meal is finished, don’t run through the kitchen, don’t kick the soccer ball against the window, take off your muddy shoes before you come inside, don’t pour your milk over the tray of your high chair, don’t drop your glass over the side of your high chair! And so on…!
As your children get older they don’t need all those rules and regulations because they learn to do what is right, they become more responsible, they become wiser!
The people of Israel in the Old Covenant were like small children who were young and immature; they needed the close supervision of the law; they needed guardians and trustees to keep an eye on them until they came to maturity.

Eventually that time came. So in chapter 4:4 we read, "But when the time had fully come..." The word “but” introduces a contrast between the Old Covenant and the New. This was the time set by God the Father. It was the time for God to send his Son. 

God had promised this already to Adam and Eve; that he would send someone to crush the head of the Serpent. 
2000 years before Jesus came God promised Abraham a “seed, meaning one person, who is Christ.” (Gen 12:7; Gal 3:16)
All through Israel's history God sent prophets who spoke about the coming of the Messiah. They prophesied from the time of Moses to Malachi, a period of about 1000 years. 
Then there were 400 silent years until the arrival of John the Baptist who came preparing the way for the Christ. Then time had fully come for the people of Israel - the salvation God had promised had arrived!

But by the first century AD the time had fully come for the gentiles as well. 

The religion of the Greeks and Romans with all their gods and goddesses was losing its grip on people. People were beginning to sense the emptiness and futility of those religions. There was a great spiritual hunger.  

Moreover, morality in the pagan world was sinking lower and lower. Think of the Roman emperors and their parties and the gladiator fights in the arena. People were immoral and cruel. Things were so bad that even pagan writers spoke out against this depravity.  

The time had also come because before Christ was born Caesar Augustus had at established peace in the Roman Empire, the Pax Romana, providing a new stability. 
The Romans had also built a magnificent system of roads. Those Roman roads and the peace of the Empire meant people could travel easily from one place to another in a way that had not been possible before. This provided ideal conditions for the spread of Christianity.

In addition to all this the Greek language was widely accepted and spoken through the empire making it possible to spread the good news about Jesus far and wide.

And finally Jewish synagogues had been formed in many of the cities of the world. This gave Christians the opportunity to present the news about Jesus to both Jews and Gentiles in the same city.

"When the time had fully come, God sent HIS SON." 

We should not think that the word "Son" means that Jesus was born as God's Son; rather he has always been the Second Person of the trinity; he has always had this relationship of being the Son of His heavenly Father. 
And he is the only one who has this relationship with the Father. He was and is the “only begotten Son”. He is unique. “Christ alone is the eternal, natural Son of God.” (HC Q 33) 

“God sent his Son” from heaven, where he had always been from all eternity. It was because "God so loved the world that He sent His One and Only Son." (John 3:16) He sent him as the Saviour, to redeem his people out of slavery and to adopt them into his family. To do this God's Son had to come as a man. 

So he was "born of a woman". This is the time he was born. He became a man. He was incarnate, which means that he came 'in the flesh'. He kept his divine nature but he added to that a human nature. He was fully God and fully man in the one person. (We will consider this more fully when we come to Lord’s Day 14). 

He was "born under law". 
In order to pay for sin Jesus had to be human like us but he also had to be perfect. He had to fulfil all the requirements of the law. He had to succeed where Adam had failed. 
Adam was tempted and he fell into temptation. Jesus was tempted and he resisted. He lived a perfect life and he did all the law required him to do. 
Theologians call this the active obedience of Christ; he actively fulfilled the law so that he could give us his righteousness. 

We have seen that at the right time in history God sent his “Only Begotten Son” into this world, as a man, born or a woman, born under the law. God did this “to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full rights of sons." (vs 5) 

He did this to make it possible for us to be ADOPTED AS GOD’S CHILDREN.

To redeem someone is to pay a price so they can be set free. The picture came from the slave markets of that day. People would be up for sale as slaves. Someone could come along and buy a slave and then, having paid the money, they could then set that person free.

This is what Jesus has done for us. We were slaves to sin; we were in bondage to the demands of the law. But Jesus has paid for us so that he could buy us out of slavery and so set us free. Theologians call this his passive obedience. By his suffering and death he redeemed us from the condemnation of the law. 

He didn't buy us with silver or gold "but with his precious blood" (HC Q 34). He laid down his life for his friends. He gave his life for our lives. He died in my place and in the place of everyone who believes in him. 

God sent his Son to redeem us so “that we might receive the full rights of sons.” (v 5) 
Because of Jesus we can be adopted into God’s family, we can be his children, his sons and daughters.

We are all familiar with the process of adoption. If a child does not have parents or those parents are not able to care for him then a couple may adopt him as part of their family. That child becomes their son or their daughter with all the legal rights and privileges of that relationship. 
God has adopted us as his children. Not only has he redeemed us from slavery but he has also made slaves into sons. He has made us members of his household. 

John describes this in his gospel: "Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God." (1:12) Calvin put it like this: "The Son of God became the Son of Man so that the sons of men could become the sons of God."
God has adopted us as his sons and daughters. This is the high point of God’s work for us, the full expression of our great privileges.  

Not only do you have this new status or standing but you can also be sure of this. 

Your adoption has been secured by Christ and you are assured of this by the Holy Spirit. 
Verse 6: “Because you are sons God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba”, Father.”
God sends his Spirit in the same way that he sent his Son – the same Greek word is used in verses 4 and 6. 
He sends “the Spirit of his Son”. The Holy Spirit is the agent of the Lord Jesus who applies the benefits of the work of Jesus to us. 
He sends his Spirit into our hearts, that is, into the centre and core of our being. 

The Holy Spirit assures us that we are God's children. He doesn’t do this through any special signs or voices but through his inner witness in our hearts. He confirms that we are the children of God. 

We can address the Almighty God as, "Abba, Father". It has become common among evangelicals to say that “Abba” is a familiar term that means 'daddy', but that is not so. Paul translates the word for us when he says it means, “Father”. We come to God with respect and reverence as our Lord and God, but also with confidence and trust because he is our Father. You can enjoy an intimate relationship with God as sons and daughters to their Father who loves them. 

This gives us a great security. Children who grow up in stable homes with loving parents feel a great sense of security. If you believe in Jesus and are adopted into God's family then you can know this security. No matter what happens your Father is always there. 
David wrote about this in Psalm 27:10, "Though my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will receive me." 
This is a beautiful truth to remember in a day and age when so many children are growing up in broken and disrupted families. If you believe in Jesus God has adopted you into his family with all the security that goes with this. God wants you to have this assurance of belonging; he wants you to live in the joy of your salvation.

This also gives us confidence because we can go to our Father in Heaven in prayer at any time and in any situation with any problem. He is always there, always available, always ready to listen to his children. 

And this gives us a great hope because "you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir." (v 7)
The children of a family get to inherit the family fortune. In the case of most of us here that won't be very much, sorry to say!
But God’s sons and daughters will inherit eternal life and treasure in heaven - it will be a huge inheritance! Paul wrote to the Corinthians; "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him, but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit." That's what awaits us as sons and daughters of our father in heaven because we are heirs of God. 

Do you know the Lord Jesus as God’s Son, born of a woman, born under the law?
Has Jesus redeemed you from the punishment of the law?
Has God the Father adopted you; are you a son, a daughter in his family?
Do you enjoy the assurance of belonging to the household of God?
Are you looking forward to your full inheritance when Jesus comes again?

Amen

